
Project: A Bridge Across the Atlantic 
Grade: 5c 
Teacher: Zorana Brodarić 





Part one: Croatia 

Written by: 
 
Josipa Anđelić 
Ana Bolanča 
Dora Bilić 
Lara Buzov 
Iva Grga 



The flag of Croatia. The red-white-blue 
tricolour has been used as the Croatian flag 
since 1848. 
Red and white color come from Croatian 
coat of arms and the blue color comes from 
the  coat of arms of Dalmatia and Slavonia. 

The coat of arms of Croatia consists of one main 
shield and five smaller shields. The main coat of 
arms consists of 13 red and 12 white fields. It is 
commonly known as šahovnica - "chessboard”. 
The five smaller shields represent five different 
historical regions within Croatia, in order from 
left to right: the oldest known symbol of Croatia, 
the Republic of Dubrovnik, Dalmatia, Istria and 
Slavonia. 



FACT FILE 

• Croatia is a small country at the crossroads of Central Europe, 
Southeast Europe and the Mediterranean. Its capital city is Zagreb, 
which forms one of the country's primary subdivisions, along with 
the twenty counties. Croatia covers 21,851 square miles and has 
diverse, mostly continental and Mediterranean climate.  

• The country's population is 4.28 million, most of whom are Croats, 
with the most common religious denomination being Roman 
Catholicism (87%) 



• There are more than thousand islands along the Adriatic, and Croatia is well known 

in Europe for its beauty. Croatia has many ecoregions because of its climate and it 

is one of the richest in Europe in biodiversity. There are four types of 

biogeographical regions in Croatia—Mediterranean along the coast and in its 

immediate hinterland, Alpine in most of Lika and Gorski kotar, Pannonian along the 

Drava and the Danube, and continental in Zagorje and the remaining areas. From 

sea, over lakes and rivers to mountains, Croatia is truly a nature blessed country. 

 

PANNONIAN  PLAINS 

HILLY TERRAINS IN ZAGORJE 

LIKA AND GORSKI KOTAR 



• The Croats arrived in the area of present-day Croatia during the early part 
of the 7th century AD. They organised the state into two duchies by the 9th 
century.  

• Tomislav became the first king in 925, and Croatia got status of a kingdom. 
The Kingdom of Croatia reached its peak during the rule of kings Petar 
Krešimir IV and Dmitar Zvonimir over the next two centuries.  

• Croatia entered a personal union with Hungary in 1102. In 1527, faced with 
Ottoman conquest, the Croatian Parliament elected Ferdinand I of the 
House of Habsburg to the Croatian throne.   

• In 1918, after World War I, Croatia was part of State of Slovenes, Croats and 
Serbs and later the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.  

• After the WW II, Croatia became a founding member of the socialist state of 
Yugoslavia.  

• In June 1991, Croatia declared independence, which came into effect on the 
8th of October of the same year. The Croatian War of Independence was 
fought successfully during the four years following the declaration. 



Part two: Trogir 

Written by: 
 
Iris Barada 
Ivana Dragan 
Lucija Tomaš 
Lucija Žižak 



• Trogir is a small town on the Adriatic Coast. It was founded in the 
3rd century BC. The name comes from the Greek word “Tragos“ 
which means male goat because the surrounding hills were full of 
goats.  

• It  changed many rulers during history. At first a Greek colony, it 
became a major port during Roman period, in the 12th and 13th 
century a prosperous independent city, from 15th century under a 
long-term Venetian rule. After the fall of Venice, Trogir became a 
part of Habsburg Empire until WW I after which it united with 
Croatia into the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs and then the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. After the WW II it belonged to the second 
Yugoslavia, and from 1991 to Croatia. 

Coat of arms 

The old town of Trogir is actually a 
small islet connected both to mainland 
and the island of Čiovo with bridges. 

Mainland 

Čiovo (island) 



• Trogir, a town which today is on the UNESCO list of the 
World Cultural Heritage as the best preserved Romanesque-
Gothic town in Central Europe, offers a lot of sights that are 
worth visiting.  

• Must-see sights are: Cathedral of Saint Lawrence with its 
remarkable portal by Master Radovan (our school is named 
after him), Kamerlengo Fortress, Town Gate, Čipiko Palace,  
Town Hall,  Church of Saint Nicholas, the city museum, the 
picture gallery and the ‘Kairos’ art collection. 

Kamerlengo Fortress St . Marco Fortress 



Town Hall 

Cathedral of St. Lawrence         Radovan Portal- cathedral entrance 

Promenade 



Kairos was a Greek god of 
“fleeting moment“ and they 
believed if you catch him you 
will be happy, but if you don't 
you will never be happy. The 
whole art collection is kept in 
Benedictine monastery of St. 
Nicholas. 

Town square  

   TOWN GATES 
south (inside - outside view)    north 



Part three: Schooling in Croatia 

our school logo 

Written by: 
 
Antonio Martinović 
Marko Sorić 





Pupils decorating the walls. Majstor Radovan school was the first 
primary school in Croatia which introduced 
videoconference distant learning with the 
island of Drvenik Veliki. 



Our school magazine 

Over the years, our school has won many 
awards, trophies and acknowledgements. 



Part four: Famous Croats 

Written by: 
 
Roko Grga 
Josip Lizović 
Vlado Lovrić 
Jakov Lukač 



Nikola Tesla (10 July 1856 – 7 January 1943) 
was a born and raised in Smiljan, Croatia but 
later he emmigrated to the USA where he 
worked and died. He is one of the most 
famous inventors of all times and we can't 
even name all his inventions. However, the 
electricity is one of the biggest! He had 
photographic memory and was known to 
memorize books in his head. He also had a 
powerful imagination and the ability to 
visualize in three dimensions, which he used 
to control the terrifying nightmares he 
suffered from as a child. He never shook 
hands with anyone because he was a 
germaphobe and he also had OCD. It’s in part 
what makes him such a mystical and eccentric 
character.  

Leopold Ružička (13 September 1887 – 26 
September 1976) was a Croatian scientist 
and winner of the 1939 Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry who worked most of his life in 
Switzerland. He received eight doctorates in 
science, medicine, and law; seven prizes 
and medals; and twenty-four honorary 
memberships in chemical, biochemical, and 
other scientific societies. Ružička dedicated 
significant efforts to the problems of 
education. In Switzerland, the Ružička 
Award was established, for young chemists 
working in Switzerland. In his native 
Vukovar, a museum was opened in his 
honour in 1977. 

Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (20 April 1871 – 
5 February 1922) was a Croatian engineer 
and inventor of Dutch-Polish-Jewish 
descent. He became renowned for further 
development of the mechanical pencil 
(1906) and the first solid-ink fountain pen 
(1907). He and his partner started 
Penkala-Moster Company and built a 
pen-and-pencil factory that was one of the 
biggest in the world. This company, now 
called TOZ Penkala, still exists today. He 
also invented: a hot water bottle—his first 
patented invention, the "Termofor", a  rail-
car brake and an anode battery.  



In 1616, Faust Vrancic, a bishop and inventor from Sibenik, published Machinae Novinae, a 

book of drawings for 56 different machines. One of these showed a man floating beside a 

brick tower, suspended from a large square of fabric. The device keeping the so-called Homo 

Volans, “Flying Man,” aloft would become known as  a parachute. Other 

drawings in Machinae Novinea include water mills, suspension bridges, and wind turbines. 

TIE - the cravat is a neckband, the 
forerunner of the modern tailored necktie 
and bow tie, originating from 17th-
century Croatia. The traditional Croat 
military uniform had the unusual, 
picturesque scarves distinctively knotted 
at the Croats' necks. The word cravat 
derives from the French cravate, a corrupt 
French pronunciation of Croate (a man 
from Croatia). Croatia celebrates Cravat 
Day on October 18th. 

Ivan Vučetić (July 20, 1858 – January 25, 
1925) was  born on the island of  Hvar in 
Croatia. In 1882, he immigrated to Argentina 
and changed his name into Juan Vucetich  
He was an anthropologist and police official 
who pioneered the use of fingerprinting. In 
1891 Vucetich began the first filing of 
fingerprints. He became the director of the 
Center for Dactyloscopy in Buenos Aires. In 
1892 Vucetich made the first positive 
identification of a criminal in a murder case. 



Dražen Petrović was born October 22, 1964 and he was a Croatian professional 
basketball player. A shooting guard, he initially achieved success playing 
professional basketball in Europe in the 1980s before joining the NBA in the US 
in 1989. 
Petrović won two silver medals and one bronze in Olympic basketball, a gold 
and a bronze in the FIBA World Championship, and a gold and a bronze in the 
FIBA European Championship. He won four Euroscar Awards, and was 
named Mr. Europa twice. In 1985, he received the Golden Badge award for best 
athlete. 
He joined the NBA in 1989 as a member of the Portland Trail Blazers. After 
playing mostly off the bench that year, Petrović experienced a breakthrough 
following a trade to the New Jersey Nets. While starting for the Nets, he 
became one of the league's best shooting guards. Petrović died in a car accident 
at the age of 28. 

Janica Kostelić was born 5 January 1982 and is a former World Cup alpine 
ski racer and four-time Olympic gold medalist from Croatia. In addition to 
the Olympics, she won five gold medals at the World Championships. In 
World Cup competition, she won thirty individual races, three overall titles, 
three slalom titles, and four (unofficial) combined titles. 
Kostelić is the only woman to win four gold medals in alpine skiing at the 
Winter Olympics (in 2002 and 2006), and the only woman to win three alpine 
skiing gold medals in one Olympics (2002). 
Kostelić was the World Cup overall champion in 2001, 2003 and 2006. On 15 
January 2006, Kostelić became only the third woman in World Cup history 
(after Swede Pernilla Wiberg and Austrian Petra Kronberger) to win World 
Cup races in all of the sport's five disciplines. On 5 February 2006 Kostelić 
became the second female skier (after Petra Kronberger) to win all five 
disciplines in one season. 
In the summer of 2006, she decided to not compete in the 2007 season, due to 
chronic knee and back pain. She had endured ten knee surgeries and 
thyroidsurgery during her career. Following a year away from competition, 
Kostelić announced her retirement from racing in April 2007 and now leads a 
private life. 



Part five: Croatian Traditions 

Written by: 
 
Martina Matković 
Manuela Živković 





Part six: Croatian Music 

Written by: 
 
Lana Hrabar 
Nora Paraman 
Nikolina Pelivan 
Kandalora Žarković 
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diple 

Gusle 

tamburitza 

mandoline 



They usually wear a 
traditional Dalmatian outfit: 
white shirt, red belt and 
black suit with distinctive 
collar and buttons. 

Klapa Trogir 





Part seven: Croatian Food  

Written by: 
 
Bepo Brčić 
Denis Letaj 
Ivan Vranješ 
Tomislav Zaradić 







PAŠTICADA – TRADITIONAL DISH FROM TROGIR 







We hope you enjoyed this 
presentation. 

 

 

Greetings from Croatia! 


